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Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic
PRESS RELEASE
Forum for Creative Europe, an international conference that took place as part of the Czech Presidency on 26 and 27 March 2009, has laid down clear arguments that culture and creativity serve as a major contributor to social and economic growth.

The most important message of the conference is the need to review the isolation of art, culture and mainly creativity and innovation. Such systemic changes may help the economies of individual countries to overcome the existing economic crisis. The participants’ contributions have clearly shown that art and culture serve not only as the cornerstones of creativity, new ideas and innovation, but have an essential share in a sound development of the whole society.
Numerous speakers have highlighted the critical state of contemporary global society. The former Czech President Václav Havel has emphasized in his contribution that creativity and culture form fundamental identity and self-identification of humanity. In his view it is therefore vital to call upon the EU to reconsider the structure of its political agenda and to give priority to the interest in spiritual values Europe has been forming for centuries over the present economic issues. “The utmost need for new creative approaches always emerges when old mechanisms fail, including financial ones. The current economic situation serves as an outright stimulus to search for new solutions for which there is neither enough will nor enough motivation at a time of relative abundance. We have a chance to utilise the creativity potential that stems right from art and culture,” says the Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic Václav Jehlička.
John Howkins, author of The Creative Economy and The Creative Ecologies has said that “the roots of the current crisis lie in society, political practice and governments, while the primary symptoms of the crisis are financial and economic” and has recommended those who would like to lead people towards new society to observe three principles: that of diversity, change and learning. Richard Florida has pointed out that contemporary society needs fundamental change. For the first time in this context he has used a radical phrase “to reset” and has said he hopes that the creative class would cure society and believes that the impulses for societal change would be generated both by civil society and by politicians who are in power. Jeremy Rifkin, advisor to a number of European governments and the European Commission, has noted that “the present societal model based on materialism, consumption and indebtedness will collapse”. Now it is necessary in his view to fill society with a new story based on European cultural values and accompanied by cooperation between the European Union and the United States.
The conference has also debated the need to support art and culture from public funds, mainly in order to pave the way for related creative branches rooted in intellectual property, such as the music and film industries, design, architecture and advertising. A panel devoted to government strategies for creative industries and creative economy has pointed out that the establishment of assistance programmes requires cooperation between the Ministries of Culture, Business, Education, Foreign Affairs and others not only at the level of individual states, but also at the level of the EU.
The need to change the systems of education has also been recommended, since the aim of those systems is to prepare young people for the 21st century and first and foremost to equip them with brand new skills, attitudes behaviour. The conference has also shown that mainly in regional and local policies it is vital to apply creativity and the ability to implement ideas coined by individuals and groups to a maximum possible extent, which should be more taken into account and utilised in building and administering modern contemporary creative cities and communities.
More information about the conference (videorecord, presentations, interviews, speakers, etc.) are available at www.forumforcreativeeurope.cz/en and www.labforculture.org.
