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  Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, March 26, 2009

Having been invited by Václav Jehlička, the Czech Minister of Culture, world's leading experts have come to Prague to discuss creative economy, creative education, creative cities and other concepts centered around human creativity. Creativity is understood as the capacity to come up with new ideas and make visions and dreams come true, with the arts and culture having always been the primary source of creativity. The forum has attracted much interest and some five hundred participants from all over Europe have come to Prague.

“The need for new creative approaches always becomes the most apparent when the long established mechanisms fail, including financial systems. The current economic crisis is a clear stimulus to look for new solutions, for which there is not enough will and motivation in the times of relative plenty. There is a chance for us to make use of the creative potential inherent in the arts and culture,” says Czech Minister of Culture Václav Jehlička.

Recent studies have shown that “creativity helps helps to drive marketing, communications, human resources or product development in various businesses and industries. (Phillipe Kern, KEA) Therefore, it should become the basis of progressive business strategies, helping consumers get beyond material desire. It is evident that new economic paradigms need to be adopted, we may not stick to our old ways of thinking. Europe should become a center of creativity, a place stimulating originality and variety, a place where it is good to live. 

 

“I believe this Forum will find ways how we can think about culture differently and present examples how creative approaches have turned industries that seemingly only consumed resources into industries so economically active that they have become rivals to traditionally successful commodities, such as the automotive and the energy industries,” says Czech Minister of Culture Václav Jehlička. This concept of culture and creativity is the foundation  of the Czech Republic's new culture policy, which the Czech Government approved  shortly before our current presidency. The Forum for Creative Europe is one of the first steps aimed to identify new tools and means that our country will use to implement this policy.

“I am convinced that this conference will be a step forward in looking for the right tools with which European governments and the Commission itself can support and develop what has been and will be one of the differentiating attributes of the European society – a highly developed and exceptionally varied culture,“ Minister of Culture Václav Jehlička concluded. 

Forum for Creative Europe 

March 26 – 27, 2009, Municipal Library, Prague

The “Forum for Creative Europe” is a conference held under the Czech presidency of the Council of the European Union and represents one of the main events organized in 2009, the European Year of Creativity and Innovation. At the same time, it is a major contribution to the debate on the EU Program for Culture in a global world. The conference topic relates to the Czech presidency's main priority in culture, coined as “creativity as a cultural development catalyst”. Therefore, it has become our priority to discuss the relation of culture and creativity with the new perception of creativeness and culture. We expect that the conference outcomes and discussion results will be instrumental to the passing of the conclusions of the Culture Council that will be held on May 12, 2009 in Brussels.

Apart from Czech Minister of Culture Václav Jehlička, on the first day of the Forum the conference participants also listened to the opening speeches of French Minister of Culture and Communications Christine Albanel, Swedish Minister of Culture Lena Adelsohn Liljeroth and the European Commission's Director General for Education and Culture Odile Quintin. Other major speeches dealing with the given topic were also delivered by the former Czech President Václav Havel and ČSOB's chief macroeconomic strategist and member of the Government's National Economic Council Tomáš Sedláček. Other important guests at the conference include the ministers of culture of Latvia, Lithuania and Romania.

The following persons are also scheduled to speak at the conference:

Paul Collard, Director of Creative Partnerships, a programme helping English schools adapt to changes in the surrounding world, will present findings from his research on how schools need to change in order to prepare young people for the adult life in the 21st century and how these changes might impact on the behavior and capabilities of the youth.

Robert Palmer, Council of Europe's Director for Culture and Culture and National Heritage, who asserts that one of the key attributes of a creative city is its tolerance toward foreigners. “The concept of intercultural exchange must become an integral element of municipal policy decisions, strategies and practice at all levels.” He points out that there is more to do than just simply to attract the world's talents, foster an international food range in canteens and to support several exotic festivals.

John Howkins finds his starting point in the fact that “every day, people all over the world are granted more and more freedom to make their own decisions where to live and what to think“. His new concept of creative ecology encompasses highly complex and multiple-layer relations that exist in creative economies. These take into consideration new methods of work organization, revive culture, manufacturing, services, retail sector as well as the entertainment industry.

The conference participants will as well discuss specific strategies of selected countries. Mikko Kosonen, President of the Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra, points out that the challenges connected with maintaining growth and competitiveness cannot be resolved only by applying technology-centered industry strategies and argues that the key factor for Finland's success in the future is the success of the EU's Economic and Innovation Policy.

