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PRESS RELEASE



                   Ministry of Culture, 23 March 2009

Forum for Creative Europe: conference to be held on 26-27 March 2009, Municipal Library in Prague

The world’s leading experts will meet in Prague for the first time this week to spell out the potential of culture as a major economic factor and important feature of civil society.  
On Thursday 26 March, Minister of Culture Václav Jehlička will open a conference entitled Forum for Creative Europe – the Ministry’s most important event of the period of the Czech EU presidency and of the European Year of Creativity. Václav Havel, former Czech President, and Odile Quintin, European Commission Director General for Education and Culture, will join Minister Jehlička in opening the conference. The closing speech will be delivered by Jeremy Rifkin, the founder and current President of the Foundation on Economic Trends in Washington and adviser to the European Union.  

“Together with science and research, creativity is among the main engines of economic and social development in Europe. The conference will present the areas in which this human activity plays a key role, including the development of democracy and the economy, education, environment and other areas,” said Minister of Culture. The concept of creativity will be presented in three thematic sections at the conference.

The first section will address the issues concerning creative industries and creative economy. John Howkins, Vice Dean of the Shanghai School of Creativity and Visiting Professor at the Lincoln University, England, who has just published a new book entitled “Creative Ecology”, will present his concept at the conference. This section will also include a live internet transmission in which Richard Florida, Professor of Business and Creativity at the University of Toronto, will present his revolutionary concept of ”creative classroom”. 
The second section will focus on creativity and society. This theme refers to the 20th Anniversary of the Fall of the Iron Curtain. The conference will try to answer the questions of how culture and creativity contribute to the development of civil society, how resistant a creative society is to totalitarian regimes, what is the importance of social networks and what individual freedom and freedom of art mean in the creativity age. The concept of creative cities will also be introduced as a platform for seeking answers to the questions of how to mobilise the creativity of urban inhabitants and how this creativity can contribute to the solution of the multitude of problems in modern cities. For example, Gottfried Wagner, Director of the European Cultural Foundation, Robert Palmer, Director of Culture and Heritage of the Council of Europe, or Franco Bianchini, Professor of Cultural Policy and Planning at the Leeds Metropolitan University, U.K., will appear on the two panels of this section. 

Creativity and education is the theme of the third section, which will focus on examining the need for creativity education within the education system and also on co-operation between business and art and the specific results of this co-operation, on regional partnerships for creativity in business and on support for the creativity of employees. For example, Jan Šedivý, leader of the Google engineering team, will share his experience in the employees’ creativity area.  

The presentations and discussions at the conference will be transmitted live at www.forumforcreativeeurope.cz. This web site also offers detailed information about the agenda and the speakers and about accreditation. The Arts and Theatre Institute and the ProCulture centre are responsible for preparing the content of the conference. Via Perfecta, s.r.o. is responsible for the conference’s organisation. 
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